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passengers; wherefore it might be a useful regulation of police to oblige those who use carriages to exhibit lights. On the whole, I desire him to inquire whether a nobleman be not equally forbidden, with all others, to srnoke in the forest.    After   some consultation with the postilion, he exults in the discovery that, though the law be general; yet the jagers do not take  away the noblemen's .pipes. Take leave to suggest that, when a government makes just and equal laws, it cannot be blamed merely because some of those to whom the execution is intrusted wink at the breach of them ; that we ourselves, on entering the frontier, found it convenient to encourage the officers in their delinquency by way of expediting our journey.    Here again, filled with patriotic zeal, he complains that the portmanteau of a foot-passenger would have been examined. I do not find it worth while to continue the conversation further than to suggest that the blame here, if any, falls on the officer and not on the prince ; besides, that one who travels in a chariot and four is not likely to smuggle.   But the postilion makes the best commentary on the subject by lighting his pipe, and as the smoke flies in the other's face and incommodes him not a little, I simply observe that the poor can elude the laws as well as the rich.    The postilion  smokes on with great fervor, till  the patriot loses all patience, and would, I am persuaded, if armed at this instant with legislative power, make  it felony to smoke at all.    I cannot help meditating again on this occasion (as on a thousand others) upon the manner in which travels are written.    A man has  adopted some system of morality or politics  or religion,   either from  habit or whim, and, in the plenitude of his own infallibility, goes on condemning the practice of every other person and nation, catches up single incidents and converts them into general data, by way of supporting his hypothesis, and,e French have made a
